Church of St. Leo the Great

| 76 Ridgeway Avenue » Cakland, Califormia 94611 o (510)654-6177 & FAX(510)654-4203

Parish Council Agenda

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2003
7:30 in the Old Prayer Room

I Opening Praer Angic Minor

1. Approval ot Minutes Minutes Tor the November, 20133
Will be handed out ar the mecting.

[11. Suggestions tor Chapter Four:
Pastoral Councils Reading: Bernadette Tulvane

(Remember to bring your
copy ot Suggestions)
IV, AGENDA

AL Pastor’s Reporl Pastor

13, Christian Envichment Ministrics Report (see attachment #1), Narah Elippolyie
(. Pastoral Assistant Report (see attachment /2, Norah Hippolyte
1. School report Sonya Simrl

[+, Old Business
[, New Business

V. Closing Prayer Gil Adauto

V1 Hospiiality Fvangeline Brown

Christian Lorichment Ministrics Report
IPasioral Assistant Report

Family Care Ministers Article

Another Look at Demographics

Attachments:
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ATTACHMENT #1

Date; December 2003
To: Parish Pastoral Council
From: Norah Hippolyte

Re: Christian Enrichment Ministries

We have arrived! The Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens and
the Rite of Welcoming of Candidates who arc preparing for
Confirmation/Eucharist or Reception into Full Communion of the Catholic
Church was spirit filled. Those present experienced a church filled with
prayers, support, love and Christ within their midst. We are a truly blessed
community to have so many people participating in the initiation process.
Some of those who participated in the Rite will not be receiving sacraments at
this coming Easter Vigil, they will continue in the process.

CLw

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will not happen at two of this month’s 11:00AM
Masses. The Mass on Christmas day and the Mass on the Feast of the Holy
Family.

Christian Enrichment

The season of Advent provides a focus for active participation in the
enrichment of our faith lives. It seems a good time to get people going to
evening prayer on Wednesdays, Scripture Study on Tuesdays or Christian
Meditation on Saturdays. Maybe people will be interested in family activities,
elc.

Infant Baptism Preparation

Two families came for baptism preparation in November. One family for the
baptism of a second child and another family preparing for the baptism of their
first child.

If you have questions, please feel most welcome to ask. | am available at the
rectory on Wednesdays from 8:30A -5:00P, 7:30P-10:00P and Saturdays from
2:00P-4:30P. Or you can email me at NHipp0@aol.com {that's a zero).



ATTACHMENT #2

Date: December 2003
Ta:  Parish Pastoral Council
From: Norah Hippolyte

Re:  Pastoral Assistant Report

Advent Penance Service

The Communal Reconciliation Service will be celebrated at 2:00PM and 7:30PM on
Tuesday, December 16. In addition to priests we need two people to read at each
service.

Social Events
This month we are planning to celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family on December 28
with a gathering at 5:00PM in the Fr. Lacey Room.

Stewardship
tn January, we will be sending out the annual stewardship appeal to all parishioners.
What is a stewardship parish?

Evangelization
The Theology on Tap team has started to plan for the spring series. The start date is
in Aprit.

Registration
We have registered approximately 4 families this past month,



Family Care ministers

Py Sharon Aberererbie
Staff writer

Rinee and Marie Gordon's porfectly
heattiy te-yea old son died ovarrayht from
A Iast-acling bload ivfection. Montka Kleir's
27-yrar alnse mearniage cided anraptly
el hest Tshiand witlked ¢t

At s rosons fon grief wore cdif-
faeenn, baoth The Ciardens and Klein shared
A cormnon feehng - welatien. " thongtd |1
wirs thee only o who ewer had anything
hbe This to hagpon,” ocalied Klen,

Pnflocted Bniee Gordon, “when Micha
eieed. 11 wehiale family Lbaog cama crash-
g b, Bl Marie and Dol so alone and
wr wonderad, What nnw?” The Gordons
kriew fhe slabstios wihich oy the dvarce
rate Al 7 presicent anwng couples who lasa
i child, They wirs scarnd.

Bul 1his tria's iears and isokation began
tlissahanig After thay linked upy wilh bereave-
ment and diviree supnart groups that are
parrl o Family Care Minisiry at the Catholk

Comrmunity of Ploasamniun

Family Care

“I'va been thete, b understand” is the
bedrock of 1he parsh's Family Care,
explains Fathor Padrig Greene, who
diracts (e program. "t is the like-minded
ministering to tha like-minded. Each has its
nwn focus”

Teams of caring lamily ministars helped
tha Gardons and Klein mend thair broken
hearls. Then Father Graeno kvited them
ty join his fraining pragram for new 1amy
ministers. They accepled and today are
among Wha 117 family mwmsters in ihe com-
rmnity’s diverse collection o suppart and
ekt gronps

St ol Al siesong 8y ol wieeskly ol
QIO LTI W I TR EIER S Bl zabieth
BEER TR TN I shine = o armonlh or
P e e ey by type oot oronige s
1 particnlen Sepngr ob e sl
Ve st cfaine it kol ok aoel Cates

Theare swes e ate lew Denozwerak Lanmilaes,

[HIRY

el s b wiclownrs, divorced and sop
Atesd le o norns. Bienst canin s
wpons rowed] as for ose seokancg o enrick
e fivei

Py yrongy is menbored and e by
e nnnesters, Whae the divoraa woppost
group e, for example, there will boe
At lesast 1S ministers hare o laolitale
whin e yroug of up to 60 breaks mto
soaller shasny cireclos. Other ministers
will bie on hand to prowvede retreshments.
Mty 4t [hes rinvnstars also work one-orn-
e, especiably with paople in the
heredvemant qroups.

There are groups for poople who aren'l
nthe mudst of a chsis bal who hunger for
friencvp and affirmation -—- like isolated,
gumngrup-the-wall mams who have no
ane to talk to all day bl Iheic we- year-olds,
wWhen these meatings are held, ther hus-
bands get recraited to baby sit. These dacds,
in tuarn, are imdled 1o become part of Iheir
awn social gol-onether. wiich aventually
turns inla & suport group,

Blessing of mothers

For expactant couples and their extend
ad familas, there are wice yearly Masses
thiat include a blessing of mathars

Olbher groups offer suppart for parents
of gary and losbian children, basic classes
0 e how (o' paronting of kids from babies
ta terns, and tps for successil marging
al slepfamilies.

Crgaged couples meet with veteran
mamads who prapare them lor the neces-
sity o moving beyond the romance at the
wedding day and inti the good, difficult and
vamdrom of married |ifa.

Gragor Markel and tns wife, Michalla,
nepe ARCilite this gramp. As an engaged
conpie aeady A docade ago, they partici
pated in the pansh's pro-Cana progeam.
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say ‘I've been there’
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¢ NOT HURT FORg,
BEREAVEMENT %

DlVORCED/SEPARATED
GENESIS

When Fathor Greene imraduced his Family
Lare imnisiry tour years ago, e Markels
docided they wanted to give samothing
back to their parish, so they asked if he
wauld lrain thom as lamily ministors.

tarried couples can sign up ora
sonns of maintenance and  retoaling
wenings fomplinghy ditle! (I TG Only
Foinawen,” Ths Gioncdbye s ob Rlarnage” Al
Where thes Rldwes oot e ool Thi
Vgt e 1Les i gela Valeribine dlance,
vamplele well eanegal b weddineg viwe
Al ehileleare

For urenbios e cnsis, Fatber Creane sk
Thwr cOUgles 16 reewple e source al i
proflems, mrarine tha ghlches thal hawe
Aerveleaec sluring thes years of e -
lionship, and identily the dysfunclional
Bresbuaiars thoy'va brcoghbn antbedbor frorm
thene ower fmubies.

“{f wee o not [ransform thes prre, we will
transmil 1) he said. As an example, he cies
the cycle of lamily violence which, as a
krarned behavior, can be unloarned.

Training

Fathar Groene trams all the minislars.
who must write papers rocounting some al
thoir awn journeys as part of the tramnirg
process. They have thair own indiation rite
e lrst mght they lake charge,

Monika Klein recalts her talk when she
acknawledgad, “I'm Germnan so | didn’t
know | had any feelings. Atter my divarco
| was sad for A week, and then | shoved
all my sadness 1nla a drawear and shot i
The feelings thdn't come back out, till | start-
ed talking o Father Greena”

Klein had languished in denial for 14
years untit sha found the family care pro-
gram four years aygo. “Since then | have
lmarmad how to doal with the sadness and
yo on wilh lite. | had thought | was happy
then, bul now | know b am. But i look alot
af work 1o got to this place”

Thal's what ather family ministers who
have “been here" say.

¥ now recagnize tha posaibility of having
a contented happy life 2ven though | expo-
rienced a huge luss,” said Bruce Gordon. His
wifo, Marie, said the group “helped me not
te feel alono, and allowed me o stay inihis
sarl loving, place as lony as | needed to” She
HISGO Crotils U group with “hroging Bruce
and me closer logether”

The Pleasanlon programe = 1nerica
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Father edveds Grovne (righe) speoaks e o retread for Paoaile Core nonisters.

counlergart of a projact Father Greans pilot-
ad 16 years agoin the West Iroland Diocese
ol Eiphin. His bishop had envisioned & dicce-
san family minisiry program based on Pope
Johin Faul 11's 1981 papar on the Family n
the Modern Waortd, "Familaris Consaortia”

Falher Greens, lhen dean of students
at a Galholic boys' boarding school, was
recruited by his bishop to gst a mastar's
dogres in tamily mimstey at Fordbam
University in Now York. Back in ireland sev-
oral years (atar, tho priest sat up his new
pragram. His first support group for the
Boyio Family Lifs Cantra mat at a corrmer
table inside the pub al A downlown hotel.

Later, with the aid ol government
grants, Father Greane purchased a8 sile,
which evantually includerd a residence for
biatterod wives and theie children To date,
therre are three tamily lifo contors apers
ing in the Elphin Diocese.

It 1996, [rish natianal telivision devoted

it prrnd Hme Sunday mighl oo Was yice
Family Lile Ganfro. Fativer Gresne Garme 10
{hied LINiad Stalas a few monihes R
A sabbaliczl program at the Sehioolof Apg e
Theoology in Barkaloy, and decided 1o e s
ine norihora Cabtormia, He Drovught e Geogle
Farmly Lie Contre modat to the Cathale
Community of Fioasanton a 19950,

What s happoning e Plessandon g
Wesl reland can bappen anywhee
said Fathor Greena. U involves, Tnsne
antl than supervising o teaa ol ot
terd iy mmslars.

*lasns” preal commandinwnt s b han
ong anothar, We st psiple boodi b
here by helping e lo find God o themn
solves and ane: anothaor”

Ho quotes Albar Schweizer wee e
brliovas, Dest sUms up the plilosioply
famuly cara minisire. "Those wihio bty
mark of pan are never really frises Ty
it 1 odhers wehiee aarg shit o e sy



ANOTHER LOOK AT
DEMOGRAPHICS :
THIS IS FOR ALL
OF PIEDMONT, 65Z
OF PLEDMONT LS
WITHIN OUR
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Gng tharks for Pledmon (and |ts numbers)

By Jeff Wicler
Thanksgiving shouldn’t be the

only time of year when we give
thanks for the blessings in our life.
In addition to fanily, friends and
health, I'm alse gratetul 1o live in
a town as comfortable - and un-
usual --as Picdmont. Because ['m
a “numbers guy.” I'll use the 2000
U8, Census to take a closer loak
al the place we all call home.

Wehte sull soall, with a pupu-
lation of 10,952, und we have
fewer than 3800 homes. We all
have our mental images of small
Fast Coast communilies, seem-
ingly unchanged since Colonial
days. And in fact, 99 ol the 100
citics with the oldest housing stock
are east of the Mississippi. Lead-
ing the list is Whiting, [ndiana
(pop. 5137}, with the age of the
average house 67.2 years. Pied-
mont is No. 2 nationally, with an
avernge hiome &6 vears alil Ao
just like the old Avis conmmercil,
we're trying harder

Old our houses may he, bul
they're still valuable.  Picdmonl
home values are the 23rd highesi
in the nation, We're the East Bay's
leader, ahead of Alamo (28th),
Blackhawk (30th), and Oriada
(17th}. In the Bay Arca, only the
Peninsuta ridge from
Hillsboreugh (No. 3 in the U.S.)
south to Los Altos Hills (11th), is
more costly. And of course, we
have the best views!

We pay a lot to live here, 70%
of us have a mortgage. Eight hncky
familics pay between $300 and
$50H) a month, but 1877 pay more
than $2500 a month. Overatl, our
averuge mortgage is 330,400 a
year, and 25% of Picdmont house-
holds devole more than a third of
their income to housing costs.
And that’s as close as I'm going
to get to the property tax issue this
week.. . | promise.

So, wlur lives inside these oid
but costly homes? Not surpris-
ingly, we make a lot of money.
Wilh a median houschold income
of $134.270, we rank 31st in the
country, barely behind Woll Trap,
Virginia. On the other end of the
spectrum, Picdmont has 116
househalds living on iess than
15,000 a year, 410 living on less

than $25.000, and 29 houscholds |
relying on public assisiance.

We probably enjoy our healthy
incomes because we're an edu- }
cated lot (12th in the nation). In | ;
Culifornia, only Stanford (No. 1 ;
nationally) and Los Altos Hilis *
(11th} boast a greater percentage s
of Bachelor degrees.  Superb
school systems like Piedmont® s‘
attract highly educated parents. As
a result, nearly one- third of all .
residents are under 18, and more ;
than a third are in the 353-54 age °
group. Our under-represented age |
group is young adults. Piedmont |
has about as many residents over !
the age of 75, as it does between |
the ages of 20 and 35. !

Digging down deeper, we find | j
ncarly 79% of Piedmonters are of |
European descent, 11% Chinesc, !
and 3% Hispanic. Japanese and |
Koreans (1.3% each), other Asian |
origins (2.1%), and African |
Americans (1.2% ), help round out |
the mix. 12% of us were born owl- |
side the United Siates, and 18% |
ol us speuk a language other than |
English at home,

Contrary to public belief, only | \
503 Picdmonters are in the lcgal
protession, and they're outhum-
hered by the 632 who work in sales.
Health care industry (464) and edu-
cation (413) are also widely repre-
sented. Surprisingty for an urban ;
arcit, Piedmont has 7 people who
support themselves by hunting und
lishing, und & through mining.

On average, it takes us about
27 minutes 1o get o work, al-
though almost 10% Piedmont
residents commule an hour or
more cach way, To get to work, .
63% drive, 17% carpool, 0% take
public transportation, and 8%
curry o cup of coffee to their home
oftice. More people ride motor-
cycles (9) than ferry boats (7), and
37 ride bicycles — at least in de-
cent weather.

Whether you get to your table by
car, bike, ferry or foot, [ hope you
have & wonderful Thanksgiving.

Jeff Wieler is a member of the
Piedmont City Council, and wel-
comes your questions and comg
ments. He can be reached by e-mail
at IWieler@ci. piedmont.ca.us, or
fry phune ar 428- 1648,
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Parish Council 12/09/2003
Church of St. Leo the Great

Attendees: Fr. Tim K Johnson, Nora Hippolyte, Gil Adauto, Joseph Loduca, Stephen
Howe, Charles Gittings, Elma Penaranda, Angie Minor, Evangeline Brown, Bernadette
Lufrano, Stanton Jones.

Absent: None

Guests: None

Hospitality: Evangeline Brown

Opening Prayer: Angie Minor Closing Prayer: Gil Adauto
Corrections:

Meeting Adjourned: 8:40PM

Approval of Parish Council Minutes
First — Nora Hippolyte
Second — Charles Gittings

Readings from Suggestions for Pastoral Councils

Bernadette L ufrano — Chapter Four — Organizing your Pastoral Council

The parish must first decide which type of council that it wants, whether it isto take a
more proactive or reactive approach. From there it can decide the characteristics and
gualities of the members that make up the council. These members can be formed when
involved through parish functions and activities.

Many pastoral councils should take greater responsibilities in planning the spiritual and
pastoral life of the community. Once councils are developed, days of discernment are
helpful.

Reactions to the reading:
A day of discernment isagood ideafor our parish council so it is put on the January
agendaitems.

Pastor’s Report

A light to light the back end of the building at night was talked about. EFT has 7 — 8
signups so far. We are about $7000 under budget in terms of income. Money is heeded
next year to touch up the rectory paint. The parish still has no budget guidelines from the
diocese.



Faith For mation
RCIC
Norafeels good about the reconciliation service to be held 12/16 at 2:00PM and 7:00PM.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Normal celebrations that occur during Advent will prevent two CLW from occurring
during two masses this month.

Christian Enrichment
Advent is a good time to get people started in Wednesday evening prayers and Scripture
Study on Tuesdays or Christian Meditations on Saturdays.

Infant Baptism Preparation
Two families started baptism preparation in November.

First Reconciliation

Pastoral Assistant Report
Advent Penance Service

Social Events

The Feast of the Holy Family will be celebrated 12/28 at 5:00PM in the Fr. Lacey Room.
A bake saleisplanned for 12/21. Concerned citizens for medical professionals will be
around 12/14 to talk to parishioners.

Sewardship

The annual stewardship appeal will be sent to all parishionersin January 2004. The
bishop raised the annual appeal from $13,700 to $14,500. The increase in money is going
to catholic schools among other things.

Evangelizations
Theology on Tap will begin the spring seriesin April 2004.

Registration
Four families have been registered in November.

School Report

A school demographics report was passed out. The Christmas boutique was held Sunday
12/7 and turned out well with a good turnout. School Christmas holiday will be 12/17-
1/6. The school management report will not be out until the end of the month. It may be
helpful for the advisory board to meet with the parish council.



Old Business:

A bench committee is to meet to determine a site for a permanent bench structure to be
put in the church yard. The annual parish picnic will be in the same location at Lake
Temescal asthis past summer’s stream spite. A reservation has been made for 9/12/2004.
We were contacted by a Russian singing group looking for venues in the 9 — 10/2004
vicinity.

Stewardship goals —
Gil will ask for Colombo club availability dates for a potential dance fundraiser for spring
2004.

New Business

A discussion was held on how we can involve people. We should be looking at more
ways to get people together for needs that may arise for fellow parishioners. Charles
suggested that we put an ad in bulletin for acolytes, lecturers and Eucharistic ministers.
The current numbers are low for those participating. Council members should be looking
around for other parishionersto be involved. We should consider possibly starting a
Novenathat ends with Our Lady of Guadal upe cel ebration.



